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ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS WORLD SERVICES, INC. 
475 RIVERSIDE DRIVE, NEW YORK, NY 10115 (212) 870-3400 

(Between 119th and 120th streets) 

 

 

 

AA 
 

 
November 9, 1994 

 

I.W.S., Inc. 

P.O. Box 1212 

Croton Falls, NY 10519-1212 

 

Dear gentle persons: 

 

Your letter of October 20, 1994 addressed to the Trustees of the General Service 

Board has been referred to A.A.W.S., Inc as publishers of AA literature and holders 

of copyrights on the literature. 

 

As we have previously informed you, AAWS has been entrusted with the ownership 

of copyrights on all Bill's writings and on all Conference-approved literature.  With 

that trust, AAWS has the corresponding obligation to protect its ownership rights, 

and must do so.  We, therefore, appreciate your assurances that, for now, your books 

will: 

o not be sold in Canada 

o have no reference to ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS on the cover 

o include a disclaimer stating: "Publication of this book does not imply 

endorsement by or affiliation with the General Service Office." 

However with respect to the disclaimer, we ask that you use the following language 

rather than the language you propose. 

 

"I.W.S., Inc. is not affiliated with Alcoholics Anonymous World Services, 

Inc. or with the General Service Office of Alcoholics Anonymous.  The 

publication of this book was not authorized or endorsed by Alcoholics 

Anonymous World Services, Inc. or the General Service Office of 

Alcoholics Anonymous.  Accordingly, the publication of this book does not 

imply authorization or endorsement by, or affiliation with, Alcoholics 

Anonymous World Services, Inc. or the General Service Office of 

Alcoholics Anonymous." 

 

Although the copyright of the first edition of the book ALCOHOLICS 

ANONYMOUS has expired, our Spanish translation of that  
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book has been copyrighted and is protected under copyright law.  We advised you of 

the copyright of our Spanish translation, and that your publication clearly was an 

infringement of our copyright.  We again request that you agree to discontinue 

further sale of this publication, and that you assure us in writing that you have done 

so. 

 

We agree to meet with representatives of I.W.S., Inc. to discuss resolution of issues 

concerning your publications as they affect the rights of Alcoholics Anonymous 

World Services, Inc.  Please give me a call as soon as possible so that we can discuss 

the details of where and when we can meet. 

 

In agreeing to meet with you, Alcoholics Anonymous World Services, Inc. reserves 

the right to take all legal actions that may be necessary to protect its interests. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

/ s = George Dorsey / 

George Dorsey 

General Manager 


